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MINUTES OF THE MILLVILLE  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

August 24, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

1. Call to order: 
 Mayor Belinko called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present: Council Members Sharon Brienza, Barbara Ryer, Robert 
Wisgirda, and Steve Maneri.  Town Manager Debbie Botchie, Town Engineer 
Andrew Lyons, Code & Building Official Eric Evans, and Town Clerk Wendy Mardini 
were also present.  Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ireland was absent due to 
illness. 

 
2. Motion to go into Executive Session: 
 Mayor Belinko requested a motion to enter into Executive Session for a 

preliminary discussion of land acquisition for capital improvements.   
Ms. Ryer made a motion to go into execution session at 6:01 p.m., seconded 
by Ms. Brienza.  The motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
3. Motion to come out of Executive Session and reconvene open meeting: 
  Ms. Ryer made a motion to reconvene the open meeting at 6:35 p.m., 

seconded by Ms. Brienza.  The motion carried unanimously 5-0.  
 
4. Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes: 

 A. July 13, 2021, Town Council 
 B. July 27, 2021, Town Council 

  C.  August 2, 2021, Executive Session  
 D. August 10, 2021, Executive Session 

 
The Mayor asked if Council had an opportunity to review items A, B, C and D.  
Ms. Ryer made a request to respectfully defer items C & D, specifically the August 
2nd and August 10th Executive Session minutes; Seth Thompson, Esq. stated that 
they will remove them from the calendar for purposes of revision on the 
Executive Session minutes.   
 
Council Member Ryer made a motion to approve the Town Council meeting 
minutes for July 13, 2021, and July 27, 2021, seconded by Council Member 
Brienza.  The motion carried unanimously 5-0.   
 
Ms. Brienza would also like to point out that there were August 2nd and August 
10th minutes of the regular sessions before they went into Executive Session that 
were posted on the Town’s website but not on our agenda and Ms. Botchie stated 
they will be on the next meeting agenda for approval.  Mr. Thompson stated that 
that works well in terms of the Executive Session minutes being on that same 
agenda.  Mayor Belinko agreed. 
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5. Financial Report: Treasurer Barbara Ryer 
 A.   Financial Report for July 2021 

  
 General Fund Revenue  $247,266.00 
 General Fund Expenditures $ 70,376.00 
 Restricted Revenue   $262,955.00 
 Restricted Expense   $ 24,949.00 

 
Ms. Ryer advised a couple of the CDs matured and advised that she spoke to 
Finance Director Lisa Wynn and Ms. Wynn advised that they were deposited into 
a Money Market account, that being a Synchrony Bank CD which matured at 
$250,000.00 and the Bank OZK CD that matured at $75,000.00. 
 

6. Administrative Matters: Town Manager Debbie Botchie 
A. Administrative Report for July 2021 
 
Ms. Botchie acknowledged that there was nothing specific to report.  
 
Ms. Ryer wanted to give thanks to the Millville Fire Department for providing the 
Town Staff with training on the CPR machine.  Ms. Botchie advised that in return, 
the Town bought lunch for them, and they were very appreciative. 
 
Mayor Belinko wanted to congratulate Millville by the Sea and Ms. Brienza for 
their generosity regarding the Delaware State Police Operation Troopers Have 
Your BACKpack school supply drive.  Ms. Brienza acknowledged that they have a 
very generous community and that she was overwhelmed by the donations. 

 
7. Swearing-in of Park & Recreation Commission members: 

A. Pat Plocek 
B. Wally Kohl 
C. Cathy Scheck 

 
The Mayor introduced the Park & Recreation members who will be making 
recommendations and improvements regarding Evans Park.  Cathy Scheck, Pat 
Plocek and Walter Kohl were sworn in by Town Clerk Wendy Mardini virtually. 
Congratulations to all was given by the Mayor and that they will be scheduling 
the first meeting in the Board Room of the Community Center to go over 
organizational duties. The Mayor shared his appreciation on behalf of the Council 
acknowledging that this is a volunteer position and appreciates them taking part 
in this historic and very important position.  Ms. Brienza asked if there was a 
date for the first meeting and was advised that it is scheduled for September 8, 
2021, at 1:00 p.m. at the Town Center.  

 
8. Citizens’ Privilege 
 

There were no speakers or questions. 
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9. New Business
A. Review, discuss and possible vote on Fiscal Year 2021 Audit and Financial
Statements.

Deleted “Fiscal Year 2021 Audit and Financial Statements” per Mayor – were not 
completed and will be ready for Council to review and discuss at next meeting.  
The Mayor did not anticipate any concerns arising out of the Audit or Financial 
Statements.  

B. Review and discuss, a final site plan submitted by Kenneth Christenbury 
from Axiom Engineering, LLC on behalf of the Millville Volunteer Fire Company 
for a proposed expansion project. The proposed 5000 square foot expansion will 
include bunk facilities and office space. The site is located on Tax Map Parcel 
#134-12.00-407.00, 35554 Atlantic Ave., Millville, DE 19967, and is zoned C1-
Commercial.

Council Member Maneri recused himself from the discussion.  

Mr. Christenbury, via webinar, advised that this is a straightforward project and 
gave a summary of the proposed expansion project; made sure all the State 
approvals were obtained.   

Mr. Andrew Lyons advised that he did review the plans and that Mr. Christenbury 
is correct.  All the comments from the Planning Commission have been addressed 
on this final plan.  Also, just as it said in his letter, this is a non-conforming site, 
but it is a legal non-conforming site. It's not conforming mostly on the coverage, 
but the existing coverage is over the code requirements, but it's been that way 
for quite some time and the proposed plans actually slightly reduce the amount 
of impervious coverage. 

Ms. Ryer approved of Mr. Lyons’ comments.  Ms. Ryer commented that Mr. Lyon’s 
company did a thorough write-up on the condition, they checked the site 
plans, they moved the dumpsters as the Planning and Zoning had asked. They 
put the propane on the site plans.  The only thing they didn't do was the 
possible landscaping at the tax ditch, there wasn’t enough room. 

The Mayor stated he hoped that as this project moves along, our citizens will 
continue to support the fundraising because it only benefits the community and 
makes it a very desirable place to locate here in Millville.  

Mr. Wisgirda asked if there was any idea as to when they hope to break ground 
on this project and Mr. Christenbury advised that once everything was approved, 
they would break ground as soon as possible. 

Ms. Brienza commented that at the press conference, when Mr. Christenbury had 
all those plans out for the public to see, it was a very impressive project and she 
wished him the best of luck with it, hoping that they do very well with the 
fundraising.  



 

4 | P a g e  

 

 
Mr. Gregory Hocker, President of the Fire Company, and on behalf of the Fire 
Department, wanted to thank the Town of Millville and staff for working with the 
Fire Department so diligently to complete this project. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Brienza, seconded by Council Member 
Ryer to approve the final site plan.  There was one recusal by Council 
Member Maneri.  The motion carried with a 4-0-1 vote. 
 
C. Review, discuss and possible vote on Resolution 22-05; A Resolution 
Regarding the Town Park as required for the grant application. 
 
Ms. Botchie advised that every year we apply for the Grant, the State requires 
Council to pass a resolution that we can apply for this Grant and as you are aware 
we are applying for sixty thousand dollars ($60,000.00), asking them to fund half 
and it's for the poured-in-place rubber that will go underneath the swings.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Ryer, seconded by Council Member 
Brienza to approve Resolution 22-05 regarding the Town Park.   The motion 
carried unanimously 5-0 vote. 
 
D. Possible vote Executive Session matters. 
The Mayor advised that there will be a vote on the Executive session matter. 
During this vote, he called for a roll call vote from each Council member.    
 
A motion to vote was made by Council Member Ryer, seconded by Council 
Member Wisgirda to approve, and move forward with the matters 
discussed in the Executive Session that took place on August 24, 2021.  The 
motion carried with a 4-1 roll call vote as follows: 
 
Ronald Belinko   Yes 
Sharon Brienza  Yes 
Barbara Ryer  Yes 
Robert Wisgirda  Yes 
Steve Maneri  No 
 

10. CITIZENS’ PRIVILEGE 
There were no speakers or questions. 

11. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING – Tentatively September 14, 2021 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Council Member Brienza, seconded by Council Member 
Ryer, to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously 
5-0 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Mardini 
Town Clerk 
 


