
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MILLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
October 12, 2021 @ 7:00 P.M. 

 
1. Call to Order: 
 
Mayor Belinko called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Present: Council Members Sharon Brienza, Barbara Ryer, Robert Wisgirda, and Steve 
Maneri.  Town Manager Debbie Botchie, Town Engineer Andrew Lyons, Code & Building 
Official Eric Evans, Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ireland, and Town Clerk Wendy 
Mardini were also present.   
 
2. Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes: 
 

A. September 14, 2021, Town Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Council Member Brienza made a motion to approve the Town Council meeting 
minutes for September 14, 2021, seconded by Council Member Ryer.  The motion 
carried unanimously 5-0.   
 
3. Financial Report:  Treasurer, Barbara Ryer 
 A. Financial Report for September 2021 
 
Council Member Barbara Ryer started out by stating that the General Fund Revenue 
dropped a bit, primarily due to Mediacom franchise which was the largest factor.  
Building permits and inspections, subdivision fees and business licenses were all down. 
General Fund expenditure is up $80,372.00, Restricted Revenue dropped to 
$226,432.00, primarily because of Sussex County Revenue sharing the law enforcement 
and MSA grant funds. Restricted Expenses were up $163,038.00, mainly because of 
capital land improvement. General Interest Income was $454.00 and Restricted Interest 
Income was $450.00. 
 
4. Administrative Matters:  Town Manager, Debbie Botchie 
 A. Administrative Report for September 2021 
 
Debbie Botchie advised that she spoke with Captain Jon Wood and Lieutenant Mark 
Little who suggested that during this time of year the patrol hours could go from 40 to 
32 hours per week.  The DSP did not feel that 40 hours was warranted. 
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Ms. Botchie also advised that the poured in place rubber was installed at Evan’s Park 
and the whale tail has been installed.  Ms. Botchie will be meeting with Mark MacDonald 
on October 13, 2021, about the placement of the tables and sails. 
 
After Ms. Botchies’ report, Mayor Belinko made an announcement that Ms. Botchie was 
elected as a representative to the Delaware Center for the Inland Bays.  She was 
nominated to represent Millville and Sussex County to serve on that Board. Mayor 
Belinko offered heart-felt congratulations on behalf of the Town of Millville. 
 
5. Citizens’ Privilege 
 None. 
 
6. New Business 

A. Discussion and Possible Vote to hold a Food Bank Drive during the 
upcoming holidays – Council Member Barbara Ryer 

 
Council Member Ryer started by saying thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
food bank last year.  The Town had such a generous amount of donations, and we also 
got a very nice thank you from the Community Food Pantry.  Ms. Ryer noted that there 
will be donation boxes in the Town Hall as in the prior year.  Ms. Ryer noted that if 
people don't want to bring canned goods or non-perishable items, the food bank will 
accept a check made payable to the Community Food Pantry. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Ryer to hold a food drive for the Community 
Food Pantry.  Seconded by Council Member Brienza.  The motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 

B. Discuss, Consider, and Possible Vote on 3 proposals submitted by the 
State of Delaware Department of Transportation regarding Storm 
Water Pond BMP 333 – p/o 134-12.00-398.00 and located on RT 26 and 
the corner of Windmill Drive.   

 
Mayor Belinko gave a short synopsis regarding this topic. Last year the Town authorized 
our Code Enforcer Eric Evans to look into the possibility of maintaining the pond located 
at the corner of Route 26 and Windmill Drive.  At that time, Mr. Evans came up with 
estimated costs of maintaining the pond, then COVID hit.  A moratorium was put on any 
kind of land acquisition by the State of Delaware, therefore delaying this idea. Mayor 
Belinko advised that he personally has received many complaints from citizens about 
the algae that grows on that pond, why is not maintained and why can't the Town do 
something about it?  The Mayor has explained to the residents that it is not our property 
and that it belongs to DelDOT.  We voted 4-1 at the July 28, 2020, meeting to move 
forward with looking into the possibility of taking care of that particular pond.   
 
Recently, there were 3 proposals received from DelDOT that council was asked to 
consider.  Mayor Belinko made a point of saying that council will not be voting to do 
anything with the property this evening, that the voting will be move forward regarding 
the options given us from DelDOT.  He advised that council would have to go into 
Executive Session where the agreed upon option will be discussed in further detail. 
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Town Manager Debbie Botchie pointed out on the large media screen where the pond 
is situated on Windmill Drive and Route 27, indicating the section where there is 
wetland mitigation. She then switched to an exhibit from the deed restrictions that 
DelDOT put in place, pointing out the Derrickson Canal tax ditch. She explained what 
the Town wanted to do if council decides to purchase this property. Ms. Botchie went 
on to explain the 3 options presented by DelDOT as follows: 

The first option would be that the Town purchase the property at fair market value. 
This means that the Town would have to get an appraiser for the property and appraise 
it at fair market value.  She explained the use of this property is stormwater 
management, that use can never be changed, meaning that the value on that parcel is 
going to be extremely low since you are unable to do anything else with that parcel, 
except for stormwater management.  

Ms. Botchie then explained the second option.  If the Town did not want to pay fair 
market value and just have it transferred, then you would have to go through 
many steps since the project was originally funded with federal funds.  This would 
take the longest time to accomplish and would be the costliest one.  

The third option is something that Ms. Botchie believes is new to DelDOT and it's called 
a Long-Term License Agreement. That would be an agreement between the Town and 
DelDOT, allowing the Town to use that property for what they would like to do. But in 
this option, DelDOT can come back at any given time and terminate the Agreement. 

Ms. Botchie went on to explain that in July 2020, Eric Evans brought to council three 
different proposals from companies that are approved by DNREC and Soil Conservation 
District that will clean and maintain the pond. We feel those figures are out of date at 
this point. Ms. Botchie stated that whatever option council decides to move with, 
proposals would then be obtained.  

Mr. Eric Evans then spoke, informing the Council that the initial estimated cost of 
$2800.00 from DelDOT to clean the edges and get rid of a lot of the duckweed would 
be a little less. He was also told that they're getting rid of the green algae.  He went 
on to explain that there is going to be a fountain going in and therefore there will be a 
need to have electric brought over and then we have the annual maintenance costs.  
Because of COVID, the prices for chemicals, etc. are going up.  DelDOT is going to dig 
the pond an additional 2 feet deeper than what it is currently.  Mr. Evans asked DelDOT 
if they could put a hole in the middle of the pond, making it three feet deep, to make 
sure a fountain could be installed and that there would be enough water.  Mr. Evans 
estimated the starting cost at approximately $10,000.00. 

Mr. Evans was asked by Council Member Wisgirda about the average depth of the pond 
and that it looked to be inches rather than feet.  Mr. Evans responded that they are 
going down two more feet just to hold water for the aerators that they have in there. 
He noted that DelDOT is supposed to put the aerators back in the pond and they're 
hoping that if they dig two more feet it'll hold two more feet of water for the aerator 
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to work. Mr. Evans advised that the gentleman working on the pond presently says that 
there has to be a fountain in there if you want to get the aeration going well.  
 
Ms. Botchie also brought up the 150-foot buffer easement that appears on the plan.  
She believes that they can get that easement down to at least 40 feet, similar to what 
they did at the Park. 
 
Mayor Belinko pointed out that as part of our Comprehensive Plan for beautification of 
Route 26, this project would be known as the “Gateway to Millville.”   
 
Council Member Bob Wisgirda inquired of Mr. Thompson what “in fee” refers to in the 
email from Mr. Robert Brown of DelDOT dated September 30, 2021.  Mr. Thompson went 
on to explain that “in fee” means you own it outright, versus having a leasehold interest 
where you have possession or an interest for a number of years.  He explained that 
what they are talking about in terms of preserving the transportation interests up front, 
that they would want some right of way or some easement area in there, which is going 
to factor into whatever the value would be of the remainder. 
 
Council Member Steve Maneri asked about liability if we buy the property outright 
because of water for example Mr. Thompson advised that as part of the due diligence, 
if the Council directs the Town staff to move forward, would be to reach out to the 
Town's insurance company, to see what the additional premiums would be related to 
that because, typically, the more land you own, the more you pay in premiums.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Ryer to vote on Option One of the proposals 
submitted from DelDOT regarding Storm Water Pond BMP 333 for the purpose of 
doing due diligence. Seconded by Council Member Brienza.   
 
Mayor Belinko asked for an individual vote of the Council Members as follows: 
 
Council Member Sharon Brienza  Yes 
Council Member Barbara Ryer  Yes 
Council Member Steve Maneri  No 
Council Member Ron Belinko  Yes 
Council Member Robert Wisgirda No 
 
The motion carried unanimously 3-2. 
 
8. Citizens Privilege 
 
Marc Fischell, 39335 Owls Nest Lane, Millville, DE  19967.  Mr. Fischell’s concern is 
with the tax ditch running across the property in question, which is right next to the 
pond.  It appears that silt has been dumped into that tax ditch for a while and the pipe 
is cracked. He suggests that before the Town considers buying this property, to see if 
there are significant repairs that need to be done.   
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Roy Backman, 39015 Alapocus Drive, Millville, DE  19967.  He advises that he is a 
ditch manager for the Derrickson Canal tax ditch.  His concerns were also regarding the 
cracked pipe and the sediment going into it. 
 
9. Announcement of Next Meeting:  October 26, 2021  
 
10. Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Brienza, seconded by Council Member Ryer, 
to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously 5-0 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
WENDY MARDINI 
Town Clerk 
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