
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MILLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
January 11, 2022 @ 7:00 P.M. 

Executive Session starts @ 6:00 p.m. 
 
1. Call to Order: 

Mayor Belinko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Present: Council Members Sharon Brienza, Barbara Ryer, Robert 
Wisgirda, and Steve Maneri. Town Manager Debbie Botchie, Town Solicitor Seth 
Thompson, Town Engineer Andrew Lyons, Code & Building Official Eric Evans, 
Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ireland, and Town Clerk Wendy Mardini. 

 
2. Motion to enter Executive Session at 6:01 p.m.: 

Strategy session seeking legal advice pursuant to Delaware Code Title 29 
§10004(b). 
Ms. Ryer made a motion to enter Executive Session at 6:01 pm., Ms. Brienza 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 

3.       REGULAR MEETING RECONVENED at 7:00 pm. 
 
4. New Business 
 A. Review, discuss and possible vote of Executive Session matters. 

No vote. According to Mayor Belinko, there will be further discussion on this 
item. 

 
5. Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes 
 A. December 14, 2021 Town Council Meeting Minutes 
 B. December 22, 2021 Special Town Council Meeting 

 
Council Member Ryer made a motion to approve the Town Council meeting 
minutes for December 14, 2021 and December 22, 2021, seconded by Council 
Member Wisgirda. The motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
6. Financial Report:  Treasurer, Barbara Ryer 

Council Member Barbara Ryer gave the December 2021 Financial Report. She said 
the General Fund revenue is $104,496.00. She said this is down primarily due to 
gross rental receipts and building permits being down. General Fund 
expenditures were $51,897.00. That's down slightly primarily because of park 
repairs and maintenance. Restricted Revenue is down, that is due to transfer tax 
and impact fees and that is now $143,235.00. Restricted expenses went up 
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considerably due to our land purchase $3,401,615.00. The General Interest 
Income was $401.00 and Restricted Interest Income was $469.00. She was happy 
to see that the Town Manager and our Finance Director recently purchased six 
CDs of $250,000.00 each equaling $1,500,000.00.  

 
7. Administrative Matters:  Town Manager, Debbie Botchie 

For the December 2021 Town Manager Report, Debbie Botchie said that she had 
nothing to add. 
 

8. Mayor’s Message: 
Mayor Belinko, on behalf of the Town, thanked the 38th District Republican Club 
for donating the American Flag and Rep. Ron Gray for donating the Delaware 
State Flag to our Community Center.  
Mayor Belinko advised on January 18, 2022, a training session on town and council 
procedures for all staff and council will take place. Seth Thompson will be the 
speaker. He also advised there will be IPA workshops on Friday, January 14, 2022 
and January 28, 2022 for Advanced Land Use.  

 
8. Citizens’ Privilege: None 
 
9. Old Business: 

Review, discuss and possible vote on Bid# 22-1 Evans Park Irrigation 
Design/Installation - presented by Eric Evans 

i. Sposato Irrigation 
ii. Chester River Landscaping 

Synopsis: On November 12, 2021, the Town of Millville received the above bids for 
design and installation of an irrigation system for Evan Park. At the 12/14/2021 Council 
meeting a calculation error was discovered by Secretary Wisgirda. The discussion was 
tabled until the correction was made. 
 
 The Mayor asked Eric Evans to speak on this topic. Mr. Evans said he went back 
to the applicant that had the lowest bid and had him correct their contract. Sposato 
was the low bidder, the bid was $27,677.00. There were a few options included such as 
irrigating the islands, which will be omitted right now along with the installation of the 
Backflow Preventor. He said this all depends on whether we tie into water from 
Tidewater. If we tie into the water from Tidewater, the Backflow Preventor can be 
omitted. If we do not tie into the water from Tidewater, then we must have it. So, the 
prices on the bid are correct currently.  
 
 Council Member Wisgirda had a question about an item on the bid to replace 
obsolete controllers. Mr. Evans advised that was a typo on the bid, but it did not affect 
the price. He said that he spoke to the representative from Sposato Irrigation, and we 
do have a cellular service where we can operate the irrigation system via cell phone, 
but he will be investigating a hook up to Wi-Fi in the Community Center. 
 
 Council Member Ryer questioned if there was a warranty on parts and labor. The 
representative from Sposato advised that there is a one-year warranty on parts and 
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labor, but if they do the maintenance, i.e., the blow out procedure and start up 
procedure, they increase the warranty of the materials for five years. He did not know 
what the yearly maintenance cost would be. 
 

 Council Member Ryer made a motion to accept the bid from Sposato 
Irrigation. Council Member Brienza seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
10. New Business 

Review, discuss and possible vote on a final site plan submitted by Beacon 
Engineering, LLC on behalf of Krypton Kommercial, LLC and McAllister & Sons 
Builders, Inc. for the proposed Millville Square. The proposed business is 
located on Tax Map Parcels #134-12.00-350.00 and 134-12.00-351.00, zoned C1-
Commercial, with a planned entrance on Atlantic Avenue.  
Synopsis: At its July 11, 2019, meeting, the Planning & Zoning Commission voted 
unanimously 5-0, with the conditions of lighting, dumpsters, and the parking 
waiver to be addressed, to recommend to Town Council for final approval of the 
site plan as presented. 

 
 Mr. Brad Asher, a member of the True North Group, explained Millville Square is 
located on two and a half acres. The addresses are 35246 and 35266 Atlantic Avenue. 
The zoning is C-1 and falls within the zoning regulations. He explained back in 2019, he 
felt there was going to be a need for this type of commercial space that meets the 
needs of this area’s residential growth. This space consists of 13 units, broken down 
into approximately 2,000 square feet apiece for almost 26,000 square feet of retail and 
commercial space. Mr. Asher also said along with the commercial space, there will be 
multiple outdoor eating areas and space where you can take your family where kids can 
play. As far as the site plan, there are 68 parking spaces which is required, proposed 
lot coverage is under the 60% allowed by Code. They have all approvals, DelDOT’s letter 
of no objection, Sussex County Conservation District for stormwater management, 
Delaware Health Department and Social Services Division of Public Health. He also 
advised that the Tidewater approval will not be approved until they receive the Town’s 
Fire Marshal approval and Sussex County does not need an approval for the sewer system 
since it is private. 
 
 Andrew Lyons of GBM commented that the Comprehensive Code requirements 
and all other Code requirements have been met. Mr. Lyons addressed the parking waiver 
that has been requested and gave his approval on that. 
 
 The other request for a waiver is regarding the design standards as to the 20-
foot maintenance easement around the stormwater pond. The applicant does meet the 
15-foot required DNREC maintenance easement. Mr. Lyons said that he approves the 
request for a waiver in this regard.  
 
 He addressed the fact that the applicant needed to review and understand the 
Code §90. There is a food truck staging area and per the Code, food trucks are only 
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allowed at permitted public events. They are not allowed, at this time, all the time. It 
must be an approved public event for the food trucks to be used. 
 
 Mayor Belinko opened the floor to any questions from Council. Council Member 
Ryer wanted clarification as to the outdoor eating areas opened to the public. Ms. Ryer 
asked about conditional use and was told by Mr. Lyons that would have to be applied 
for only if there was a tenant. 
 
 Mayor Belinko suggested installation of electric charging stations and Mr. Asher 
said that they would investigate it. 
 
 Council Member Brienza brought up the fact that P & Z had asked that the 
exterior lighting be directed downwards and away from 26. Mr. Lyons advised that they 
did submit a lighting plan and the lighting meets all requirements. Ms. Brienza also 
commented on how nice the exterior design of the building is and mentioned that it 
will be a beneficial addition to the community. 
 
Council Member Brienza made a motion to approve the final site plan submitted 
by Beacon Engineering, LLC on behalf of Krypton Kommercial, LLC and McAllister 
& Sons Builders, Inc. for the proposed Millville Square along with the waivers. 
Council Member Ryer seconded. Mayor Belinko asked for an individual vote of the 
Council Members as follows: 
 Council Member Sharon Brienza  Yes 
 Council Member Barbara Ryer  Yes 
 Council Member Steve Maneri  Yes 
 Council Member Ron Belinko  Yes 
 Council Member Robert Wisgirda Yes 
The motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
 Council Member Wisgirda asked Mayor Belinko if it was right to invite Mr. Kenneth 
McDowell to the next Executive Session meeting. Mayor Belinko answered yes. 
 
11. Citizens’ Privilege - None 
 
12. Announcement of Next Meeting:  tentatively January 25, 2022  
 
13. Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Brienza, seconded by Council Member Ryer, 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m. The motion carried unanimously 5-0 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
WENDY MARDINI 
Town Clerk 
 




