
BLUE/GOLD MEMORIAL  

 

 

For those that don’t know, The Blue Star Program honors all men and women that serve in 

the United States Armed Services.  This program began with the planting of 8,000 

Dogwood trees by the New Jersey Council of Garden Clubs in 1944 as a living memorial 

to veterans of World War II. In 1945, the National Council of State Garden Clubs (now 

NGC, Inc.) adopted this program and began a Blue Star Highway system that covers 

thousands of miles across the Continental United States, Alaska, and Hawaii.  Blue Star 

Memorial Highway Markers were placed along the way.  The Blue Star was adopted 

because it had become an icon in World War II and was seen on flags and banners in homes 

for sons and daughters away at war as well as in churches and businesses. 

 

Gold Star Families is a non-profit organization created to provide support to those who 

have lost a loved one in service to our country through the United States Armed Forces.  

Their mission is to offer honor, hope and healing through remembering fallen heroes by 

coming together.  The name Gold Star came from the custom of families of service 

members hanging a banner called a service flag in the window of their homes.  The service 

flag had a star for each family member in the United States Armed Forces.  Blue Stars 

represented living service members while a Gold Star represented those who had lost their 

lives.  NGC clubs work with Gold Star Families to honor our fallen heroes with Gold Star 

Markers. 

 

In discussing this with Maryanne of the Gardener's By the Sea, we can target July 1st or 8th 

for the ceremony.  We can also incorporate Hometown Heroes Banners at the same 

ceremony.  The Gardener's By the Sea ladies have a luncheon for this ceremony, arranging 

for Ron Gray, Gerald Hocker, VFW Mason Dixon-Post 7234 (colors, commander, soloist 

and chaplain) along with the Coastal Point and any other speakers we would like to 

invite.  In order to get this done for July, we are seeking the approval of the council.  The 

Garden Club needs a commitment from us to go forward and said that they would cut the 

checks and we can reimburse them after the budget is approved for FY24.  The cost for 

Millville will be approximately $3,000.00 for the stone/plaque and we have to choose if 

we want the Blue Star (served) or the Gold Star (deceased).  The Memorial will be placed 

at the foot of the flag pole near the Community Center. 

 

Ms. Greens memo and proposal are attached for your reference. 

 












